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At-a-Glance: Key Data (11/13/2020)



Managing COVID Cases in Our Schools
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Contact Tracing: A Team Approach
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Quarantine, Close Contacts, 
Symptomatic Individuals, and Travelers
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Public Health 
Metrics



Prior Metric New Metric

Group (prior to 11/6) Under 10K 10K-50K

Grey

< 5 reported cases </= 10 total cases </= 10 total cases

Green

< 4 cases/100K </= 15 total cases
<10 avg cases/100K

AND
>10 total cases

Yellow

4-8 cases/100K </= 25 total cases
>/= 10 avg cases/100K

OR
>/= 5% positivity rate

Red

>8 cases/100K > 25 total cases
>/= 10 avg cases/100K

AND
>/= 5% positivity rate

Comparison of Old and New State Metrics



Public 
Health 
Data

as of: 
11/19 
6pm



Current Public Health Data



OLD Metrics - Prior to 11/16 for Comparison Only



Making Decisions about Keeping Schools Open

DESE Guidance:

●

●

●

●

●
…

ABRSD Considerations:



A Balanced Approach to Risk: Considerations 
for Keeping Our Schools Open 

❑ Evidence-based strategies designed to reduce risk of 
transmission across the district.  

❑ Strategy to reduce risk ≠ goal of having zero COVID cases

More and more health experts are weighing in on data: schools are 
not major contributors to the spread of COVID-19



Risk Mitigation 
Key strategies for healthy buildings that include:   
● Increasing outdoor air ventilation
● Filtering indoor air 
● Supplementing with portable air cleaners
● Verifying ventilation and filtration performance
● Keeping surfaces clean
● Focusing on bathroom hygiene

Harvard T.H. Chan School for Public Health: Risk Reduction Strategies for Reopening Schools

https://schools.forhealth.org/risk-reduction-strategies-for-reopening-schools/


Long-Term Effects

Dr. Ashish K. Jha (Dean, Brown University School of Public Health)
❑ Large mental health cost to children 
❑ Widening of achievement gap 
❑ Long-term effects 

Dr. Mary Beth Miotto (VP MA Chapter, American Academy of Peds)
❑ Rapid weight gain
❑ Sedentary lifestyle; limited physical movement 
❑ Screentime
❑ Nutrition
❑ Youth hospitalizations and suicide attempts



Summary: Key Questions

1. Will schools continue to show that they are not a source of transmission as 
we see increases in the number of initial cases in schools that come from 
the community?

2. Will our state and nation take steps as significant as those we see in Europe 
with regard to closing other sectors so that schools may remain open?

3. Will the community continue to adhere strictly to all safety protocols 
including mask wearing, social distancing, rules on gatherings, and hygiene 
as we enter the holiday season?

4. What will be the impact of a resumption of indoor sports at the youth and 
high school levels on the transmission of the virus and how might this 
impact schools?



Summary: Considerations for Opening More Fully
(at some point…)

Physical Distancing:  There remains inconsistent agreement among 
medical experts that less than 6' of physical distance among individuals is 
recommended.  
Transportation:  When we are fully in-person, our students need to sit two 
or three students per seat (based on age) and would need to be 
significantly less than the required 3' of distance between students (often 
immediately next to another student).  
Access to Testing: The state needs to provide expanded access to 
surveillance testing.   Testing is part of a cumulative strategic approach that 
should be in place state-wide.



What questions do you have?


