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TO: Members of our Acton and Boxborough Community 
FROM: Superintendent Peter Light 
DATE: November 2, 2020 
RE: Records Request for Emails Regarding Request to Retire the AB Colonials Mascot 
 
Subsequent to the school committee decision to retire the Colonial as the AB Mascot on October, 15, 
2020, we received a public records request from one of our citizens.  Specifically, the citizen 
requested copies of the feedback provided to the school committee which contributed to the decision. 
In response we are providing these records to our community. 
 
This information is included with the meeting materials of the October 15, 2020 School Committee 
meeting. It was at this meeting that, after much deliberation, the School Committee members 
unanimously voted the following:  


“To retire the AB Colonial Mascot, recognizing that there are many positive attributes of our town history 
that we associate with the students of ABRSD, and with the understanding that programs and new 
purchases made by the District will no longer bear the name “Colonials”, but changes to existing capital 
items such as uniforms, scoreboards and other items will be undertaken as time and funding permit.” 


More information is found in the posted minutes of that meeting and the recording on actontv.org. 


Chairperson Tessa McKinley’s memo on the next page describes the events leading up to her request 
for public input regarding the retirement of the mascot. This memo seeking public comment, was sent 
to school families, junior high and high school students, all school staff, many alumni and booster 
groups, and was posted in the Beacon.  


The emails that follow are in response to Chairperson McKinley’s memo. Specifically, the emails 
presented here were sent to the School Committee (abrsc@abschools.org) between October 15, 
2020 and September 17, 2020 regarding the mascot request. Due to the size of the files, the emails 
are available in 3 pdf documents, generally in chronological order with the most recent first. Current 
students’ names, email addresses and identifying information was redacted. All other email 
addresses, home phone numbers and addresses were also redacted.  


Thank you to everyone who took the time to share their thoughts on the AB Mascot decision. We 
recognize that there were very diverse opinions on changing the mascot and the school committee 
decision was satisfying for some, and frustrating for others.  We hope that in the coming weeks and 
months, our community can begin to feel relief from the difficult dialog during the process.  More 
information about the process that will be used to determine a new mascot will be available in the 
coming weeks.  


To develop engaged, well-balanced learners through collaborative, caring relationships. 
 


WELLNESS ● EQUITY ● ENGAGEMENT 
 



http://www.abschools.org/




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































